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Course Syllabus of Systemic Functional Linguistics
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k~ ~ Compulsory for linguistics majors

(Course Type)

" Target Audience™

Undergraduates in Linguistics

(Language of Instruction)

English
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~ School”

School of Foreign Languages
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Prerequisite™

Instructor™

Yang Bingjun (Course Webpage)
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* .~ Description”

Systemic Functional Linguistics is a course which provides a balance between
theory and practice, and it is helpful for students in linguistics to broaden their
academic horizons on the one hand, and to cultivate the capability of analyzing
spoken discourses and written texts on the other hand.

Contents of the course include the history of systemic functional linguistics,
M.A K. Halliday (the founder of Systemic Functional Grammar) and the relation to
China and the Chinese language, metafunctions, methods of discourse (text) analysis,
ideational metaphor and interpersonal metaphor, and so on.

Two purposes shall be attained. First, students are expected to grasp the basic
methods of discourse (text) analysis. Second, students will be trained to build up a
strong sense of theory after obtaining a systematic understanding of language (with
systemic functional linguistics as example).
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. To know the relationship between linguistic theory and discursive practice
. To know the developmental history
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(Learning Outcomes)
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